Arizona Regulatory Board
of Physician Assistants

1740 W. Adams St, Suite 4000, Phoenix, AZ 85007
Telephone: 480-551-2700 « Fax: 480-551-2702 « www.azpa.gov

FINAL MINUTES FOR REGULAR SESSION MEETING
Held on Wednesday, May 28, 2025
1740 W. Adams St., Board Room A, Phoenix, AZ 85007

Board Members
Susan Reina, P.A.-C, Chair
John J. Shaff, PA-C, D.F.A.A.P.A., Vice-Chair
Levente G. Batizy, D.O.
David J. Bennett, D.O.
Kendra Clark, P.A.-C
Kevin K. Dang, Pharm D.

Michelle DiBaise, D.H.S.c., P.A.-C., D.F.A.AA.P.A.
Shiva K. Y. Gosi, M.D., M.P.H., FAAF.P., C.P.E.
Amanda Graham, P.A.-C.

Beth E. Zoneraich

GENERAL BUSINESS
A. CALL TO ORDER

Chair Reina called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m.

B. ROLL CALL

The following Board members were present: PA Reina, Dr. Bennett, Dr. Dang, Dr. DiBaise, Dr.
Gosi and Ms. Zoneraich.

The following Board member participated virtually: PA Graham.

The following Board members were absent: PA Shaff, PA Clark and Dr. Batizy.

ALSO PRESENT

The following Board staff were present: Raquel Rivera, Interim Executive Director; Claude
Deschamps, M.D., Chief Medical Consultant; Nicole Samaradellis, Investigations Manager; and
Michelle Robles, Board Operations Manager. Carrie Smith, Assistant Attorney General (“AAG”)
and Seth Hargraves, AAG were also present.

C. CALL TO THE PUBLIC

Individuals that addressed the Board during the Call to the Public appear beneath the matter(s)
referenced.

D. REVIEW, DISCUSSION, AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR’S REPORT
e Review, Discussion and Consideration of Letter to Insurers Regarding Obligation to Report
Malpractice Claims Against Physician Assistants
Ms. Rivera informed the Board that A.R.S. § 20-1742(E) requires the Health Profession
Regulatory Board to notify each healthcare insurer of their obligation to report PA
malpractice claims and actions within 30 days. Ms. Rivera provided the Board with a draft



letter for review and approval, so that staff may send this letter out to insurers on behalf of
the Board. Ms. Rivera requested that the Board approve the letter.

MOTION: Dr. DiBaise moved to accept the draft of the Letter to Insurers Regarding
Obligation to Report Malpractice Claims Against Physician Assistants.

SECOND: PA Zoneraich.

VOTE: The following Board members voted in favor of the motion: PA Reina, Dr.
Bennett, Dr. Dang, Dr. DiBaise, Dr. Gosi, PA Graham and Ms. Zoneraich. The
following Board members were absent: PA Shaff, PA Clark and Dr. Batizy.

VOTE: 7-yay, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 3-absent.

MOTION PASSED.

Discussion Regarding ARBoPA Meeting Calendar for 2026

Ms. Rivera informed the Board that a 2026 calendar is proposed for review and approval.
Ms. Rivera requested that if you are unable to attend a meeting or need to recuse from a
case please inform staff to ensure that we still have a quorum.

MOTION: PA Graham moved to accept the ARBoPA Meeting Calendar for 2026.
SECOND: PA Zoneraich.

VOTE: The following Board members voted in favor of the motion: PA Reina, Dr.
Bennett, Dr. Dang, Dr. DiBaise, Dr. Gosi, PA Graham and Ms. Zoneraich. The
following Board members were absent: PA Shaff, PA Clark and Dr. Batizy.

VOTE: 7-yay, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 3-absent.

MOTION PASSED.

Discussion Regarding Board Member’s State Emails

Ms. Rivera encouraged Board members to utilize the state emails to ensure that Board
members are receiving information timely and to ensure that their logins stay active.

Ms. Zoneraich requested that the board email be forwarded to their personal email
address.

Ms. Smith informed the Board that if you use a personal email address they become subject
to public records requests.

Discussion and Update Regarding Board Member Appointments List

Ms. Rivera informed the Board of the current appointments and those who will be expiring
soon. Ms. Rivera noted that she will continue to work with the Governor’s office to fill these
positions and appointments.

Chair Reina noted that staff has discussed putting information on the Board’s website
regarding those who may be interested in serving on the Board and how they may start
that process.

Update on FSMB New Free Educational Video Series on Physician Professional
Boundaries

Ms. Rivera provided an update on the FSMB education video series that is available to
PAs and noted that it is free. Ms. Rivera confirmed that she will put the link on the Board’s
website so that it is available to the general public.

Update on PBI’s Navigating Professional Boundaries in Medicine Course

Ms. Rivera noted that this was created to comply with Georgia’s law and the information is
relevant and timely regarding boundaries. Ms. Rivera noted that it is available to Board
members for free and that the Board’s investigators will be taking training as well.

SPS #4 Clarification of Authority for Executive Director to Grant Licensure Under Certain
Circumstances
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Ms. Rivera requested that the Board review and approve a modification to SPS #4,
specifically letters E and G. This would allow the Executive Director to grant a license to
an applicant who discloses no more than two pending malpractice claims after review and
concurrence by the medical consultant. Ms. Rivera informed the Board that the MC would
review the malpractice documents to determine whether specialty review is needed. If it's
reviewed by an MC with no violations identified the license may be granted by the ED. It
would also not prohibit the Board from reviewing the malpractice case if it results in a
judgment or settlement against the PA at a later time. Ms. Rivera explained that the current
process is, if an individual discloses two pending malpractice cases we are waiting for the
CMC to review. It can't be approved until after we get that CMC’s determination. This can
take over a month depending on how many applications are in the queue.

MOTION: PA Graham moved to clarify SPS #4 (C) & (E) to allow the Executive
Director to Grant Licensure Under Certain Circumstances.

SECOND: PA Zoneraich.

VOTE: The following Board members voted in favor of the motion: PA Reina, Dr.
Bennett, Dr. Dang, Dr. DiBaise, Dr. Gosi, PA Graham and Ms. Zoneraich. The
following Board members were absent: PA Shaff, PA Clark and Dr. Batizy.

VOTE: 7-yay, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 3-absent.

MOTION PASSED.

E. REVIEW, DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING CHAIR’S
REPORT

PA Reina noted that Ms. Rivera has been moved into the Interim Executive Director position and
the ED Selection and Retention Committee is still working to fill the Executive Director’s position.
PA Reina noted that additional applications have been received, and more information will be
available after the June 12 meeting.

PA Reina noted that during the FSMB Annual Meeting and one of the topics that was presented for
the PAs is compact licensure. PA Reina stated that the Compact would create an easier process
that once you are already licensed in a State to have additional license in other States. License
holders would be granted a privilege license in the additional States that are part of this compact.
Currently, there are 14 states that are participating. Arizona has not started that process yet. So
once ASAPA takes on that new task, PA Reina said that she looks forward to working with them to
get Arizona on board.

F. REVIEW DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING LEGAL
ADVISOR’S REPORT

No report was given.

G. REVIEW, DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING ELECTION OF
BOARD OFFICERS

MOTION: Ms. Zoneraich moved to nominate PA Reina as Chair.

SECOND: Dr. Dang.

VOTE: The following Board members voted in favor of the motion: PA Reina, Dr. Bennett,
Dr. Dang, Dr. DiBaise, Dr. Gosi, PA Graham and Ms. Zoneraich. The following Board
members were absent: PA Shaff, PA Clark and Dr. Batizy.

VOTE: 7-yay, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 3-absent.

MOTION PASSED.

MOTION: PA Reina moved to nominate PA Shaff as Vice-Chair.

SECOND: Ms. Zoneraich.

VOTE: The following Board members voted in favor of the motion: PA Reina, Dr. Bennett,
Dr. Dang, Dr. DiBaise, Dr. Gosi, PA Graham and Ms. Zoneraich. The following Board
members were absent: PA Shaff, PA Clark and Dr. Batizy.

VOTE: 7-yay, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 3-absent.

MOTION PASSED.

H. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
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February 26, 2025 Regular Session minutes

MOTION: PA Graham moved to approve the February 26, 2025 Regular Session
Meeting Minutes.

SECOND: Ms. Zoneraich.

VOTE: The following Board members voted in favor of the motion: PA Reina, Dr.
Bennett, Dr. Dang, Dr. DiBaise, Dr. Gosi, PA Graham and Ms. Zoneraich. The
following Board members were absent: PA Shaff, PA Clark and Dr. Batizy.

VOTE: 7-yay, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 3-absent.

MOTION PASSED.

LEGAL MATTERS
I. FORMAL INTERVIEWS

1.

PA-24-0091A, PA-24-0131A, PA-25-0019A, ERIK B. C. BUZAN, P.A., LIC. #5148
PA Buzan was present with counsel Leanna Hay.

Board staff summarized that these cases were initiated after receiving four unfavorable
CPEP chart reviews. For case PA-0019A, the Board’s Medical Consultant (MC) reviewed
three cases and determined PA Buzan deviated from the standard of care in all three. In
the cases of RR and CM, PA Buzan deviated from the standard of care by inappropriately
prescribing controlled substances, failing to prescribe Narcan, failing to address that the
patient was receiving controlled substances from other providers, failing to trial non-opioid
and/or non-pharmaceutical therapies, failing to obtain urinary drug screens prior to
prescribing controlled substances, and failing to refer a patient with chronic pain requiring
opioids to a pain management specialist. The MC noted that there was no documentation
of a controlled substance agreement. For DP, the MC determined that PA Buzan deviated
from the standard of care by prescribing opioids, benzodiazepines, and sedatives
concurrently without a clinical rationale, failing to perform an adequate mental health
evaluation, failing to trial cognitive behavioral therapy (CBT) prior to prescribing controlled
substances, and failing to refer the patient to a mental health specialist for PTSD, anxiety,
and adjustment disorder. The MC stated that there was no documentation of a thorough
evaluation to allow for the diagnosis of insomnia, anxiety disorder, and PTSD. The first line
treatment for those disorders would be CBT. In case PA-24-0091A, the MC reviewed four
cases and determined that PA Buzan only deviated from the standard of care in the case
of TM by prescribing high dose opioids and benzodiazepine concurrently without a clinical
rationale, failing to prescribe Narcan, and failing to recognize and address heavy alcohol
use. The MC stated that the Dilaudid dose escalation to 90 tabs a month and then to 120
tabs a month in May of 2024, remained unjustified, especially considering her use of a
benzodiazepine, Lyrica, and alcohol. The MC opined that while there was no apparent
abuse, TM was likely opioid dependent. The MC noted that in the case of SD, PA Buzan
failed to document the patient’s last menstrual cycle and the details regarding her fatigue
and dizziness; and in PC, PA Buzan failed to define the treatment goals for the Suboxone.
SIRC reviewed these cases together and remained concerned regarding the continued
identified deviations related to prescribing, monitoring and documentation. SIRC noted PA
Buzan’s prior Board actions and Board ordered CME. SIRC stated that based on the
findings identified in Chart Reviews #1 and #2, PA Buzan has not incorporated the
education into in his practice. SIRC also remained concerned regarding the level and
breadth of supervision rendered by PA Buzan’s Supervising Physician (SP) based on the
continued findings related to prescribing, monitoring, and documentation. In case PA-25-
0019A, the Board’s MC reviewed four cases and determined that PA Buzan deviated from
the standard of care in the case of RW by inappropriately prescribing testosterone therapy
without clinical justification. The MC stated that the patient did not have documented low
serum testosterone levels and did not have a minimum of three sexual dysfunction
symptoms. SIRC noted that PA Buzan justified hormone replacement therapy based
entirely on the patient’s symptom complaints. The MC stated the patient was not a
candidate for HRT according to guidelines given by the American Urological Association
and American College of Physicians, which cites that HRT patients should have a low
serum testosterone level and three requisite sexual dysfunction symptoms. The MC

Final Minutes for the May 28, 2025 ARBoPA Regular Session Meeting
Page 4 of 10



determined that the three other patients met the standard of care; however, the MC
commented that their medical diagnoses and treatments may be outside the scope of some
general practitioners’ expertise. SIRC stated that the MC maintained that PA Buzan
inappropriately prescribed testosterone therapy without clinical justification. SIRC noted
that the findings are similar with regard to CR #1 and #2, with continued deviations related
to prescribing, monitoring, and documentation, which was previously considered by SIRC.
SIRC observed that PA Buzan has entered an Interim Practice Restriction prohibiting him
from prescribing opioids and benzodiazepines based on SIRC’s review of CR #1 and #2.
However, based on the new findings related to PA Buzan’s inappropriate prescribing of
testosterone therapy without clinical justification, SIRC determined that a practice
restriction prohibiting PA Buzan from prescribing all controlled substances was warranted.
SIRC recommended a Decree of Censure and Five-Year Probation with Practice
Restriction prohibiting PA Buzan from prescribing all controlled substances.

Ms. Hay provided an opening statement, and requested that the Board reconsider SIRC’s
recommendation. Ms. Hay asserted that PA Buzan had incorporated recommendations
from the chart reviews and improved his practice, and reviewed positive comments from
the Board’s MC. Ms. Hay argued that the SIRC recommendation was not warranted.

During questioning, PA Buzan stated that the majority of his patients are receiving hormone
therapy for a myriad of health conditions that are noted in the chart reviews. PA Buzan said
he does not treat many patients for mental health conditions. Regarding training for
behavioral health patients, PA Buzan stated that he completed CME on how to treat
behavior health, cardiac and diabetic patients. PA Buzan confirmed that he is aware of the
testosterone interaction with diabetic medications and explained that a majority of patients
that have low testosterone usually have comorbidities. They have weight gain which
usually causes cardiac problems, causes blood pressure problems, causes risk for
diabetes or prediabetes. PA Buzan confirmed that these are all assessed prior to him
starting anyone on hormone therapy. PA Buzan informed the Board that for patient TM, he
had a full workup, his A1C was checked, a full thyroid panel was done, his free and total
testosterone levels were assessed prior to him starting on anything. PA Buzan noted that
patient 1 came to see him for low testosterone and he did not qualify. He had erectile
dysfunction issues so he was given tadalafil as a trial. Patient RW, had a full workup. PA
Buzan noted that the per the AUA guidelines someone does not always have to have
erectile dysfunction to have low testosterone. RW had more of the cognitive and physical
symptoms associated with it along with decreased libido, and along with the physical,
cognitive, and libido symptoms. That's why he started that patient on testosterone. PA
Buzan noted that there are patients that he does not start on testosterone when they do
not qualify under the guidelines. With regards to patients taking behavioral health
medications with testosterone, PA Buzan explained that a majority of patients with low
testosterone have depression symptoms and noted that not all patients are seeing a
psychiatrist or a counselor. PA Buzan stated that it is not required to consult with someone
else’s primary care physician prior to starting them on the protocol and that it is not in AUA
guidelines to that. PA Buzan stated that he understands it is something that he can
incorporate into his practice. PA Buzan confirmed that his supervising physician is aware
of his testosterone prescribing and that he reviews his schedule and they monitor patients
together. PA Buzan noted that they meet every Friday virtually to discuss any concerning
patients. Regarding prescribing a high dose of hydromorphone to TM, PA Buzan explained
that she was a complex patient who had been off and on pain management since 2010.
She has severe chronic kidney disease, autoimmune, hyperparathyroid and
hypoparathyroid disease, and when she was seeing her nephrologist, they stated in their
chart notes that she does not respond well to hydrocodone or Percocet due to her kidney
health function. PA Buzan stated that because of her nephrology recommendation, as well
as her genetic metabolism, Dilauded was the best choice.

Dr. Dang questioned if TM’s nephrologist was aware that TM was on such a high dose of
hydromorphone with her renal condition.
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PA Buzan confirmed that the nephrologist was aware that she is taking Dilaudid because
it is in her med list. PA Buzan informed the Board about how many patients he sees daily
and how patient visits are scheduled.

Board staff commented that they could not locate in the records where the nephrologist
was aware of the Dilaudid.

Dr. Dang expressed concern regarding the high dose of hydromorphone given the patient’s
condition.

Regarding stopping testosterone, PA Buzan informed the Board that if patients are not
getting the symptoms or results they’re looking for after about three or four months, they
wean off testosterone and try something else.

Ms. Hay provided a closing statement and noted that there was no conclusion by any of
the consultants or CPEP that treating a patient who has a behavioral health problem with
testosterone fell below the standard of care. Ms. Hays argued that it is within the scope of
practice for PA Buzan to treat patients who have behavioral health problems and to treat
patients like that without necessarily having to consult their outside providers. Ms. Hay
noted that PA Buzan has made improvements to his documentation, after the first two chart
audits he implemented the feedback from the consultants and from CPEP. Ms. Hay argued
that the Board had all of this information in front of it when it made the interim consent
agreement several months ago, and did not consider that it was sufficient to enter into a
full limitation on prescribing. Ms. Hay requested that the Board not follow the SIRC
recommendation.

PA Buzan provided a closing statement and confirmed that he no longer takes pain
management patients, and they have all been referred to specialists. PA Buzan further
stated that he has taken the recommended changes from CPEP and medical consultants.
PA Buzan disagreed with SIRCs recommendation and stated that he would no longer be
able to work.

Dr. Dang commented that he agreed that PA Buzan did practice within his scope of practice
by prescribing testosterone to his behavioral health patients however, opined that it is best
practice to consult with the patient’s psychiatrist before initiating a patient on a controlled
substance that could be detrimental to the patient's overall health due to drug-drug
interaction. Dr. Dang agreed that there is a pattern of deviations related to prescribing
monitoring and documentation. However, there has not been any detrimental patient harm
related to the initiation of testosterone, or the high dose of controlled substances prescribed
by PA Buzan.

MOTION: Dr. Dang moved for a finding of unprofessional conduct in violation of
A.R.S. §§ 32-2501(20)(j) and (p) in all three cases.
MOTION FAILED DUE TO A LACK OF SECOND.

Dr. DiBaise opined that there is not an issue with documentation but a lack of looking at
other comorbid conditions in depth.

Ms. Smith advised that the Board consider the cases separately with regards to the
violations for purposes of clarity.

MOTION: Dr. Dang moved for a finding of unprofessional conduct in violation of
A.R.S. § 32-2501(20)(j) in PA-24-0091A.

SECOND: Dr. DiBaise.

VOTE: The following Board members voted in favor of the motion: PA Reina, Dr.
Bennett, Dr. Dang, Dr. DiBaise, Dr. Gosi, PA Graham and Ms. Zoneraich.

The following Board members were absent: PA Shaff, PA Clark and Dr. Batizy.
VOTE: 7-yay, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 3-absent.

MOTION PASSED.
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MOTION: Dr. Dang moved for a finding of unprofessional conduct in violation of
A.R.S. § 32-2501(20)(j) in PA-24-0131A.

SECOND: Dr. DiBaise.

VOTE: The following Board members voted in favor of the motion: PA Reina, Dr.
Bennett, Dr. Dang, Dr. DiBaise, Dr. Gosi, PA Graham and Ms. Zoneraich.

The following Board members were absent: PA Shaff, PA Clark and Dr. Batizy.
VOTE: 7-yay, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 3-absent.

MOTION PASSED.

MOTION: Dr. Dang moved for a finding of unprofessional conduct in violation of
A.R.S. § 32-2501(20)(j) in PA-25-0019A.

SECOND: Ms. Zoneraich.

VOTE: The following Board members voted in favor of the motion: Dr. Bennett, Dr.
Dang, Dr. DiBaise, Dr. Gosi, and Ms. Zoneraich.

The following Board members voted against the motion: PA Reina and PA Graham.
The following Board members were absent: PA Shaff, PA Clark and Dr. Batizy.
VOTE: 5-yay, 2-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 3-absent.

MOTION PASSED.

Dr. Dang suggested retraining for pain therapy, behavioral health and diabetes.

Ms. Rivera informed the Board that there aren’t specific retraining programs but there is
CME. Ms. Rivera provided CME for the Board to consider issuing PA Buzan.

Dr. Dang opined that these cases do not raise to the level of discipline since there was no
patient harm for initiating testosterone and opioids. Ms. Zoneraich opined that this does
rise to the level of discipline given that this is his fifth time coming to the board after
completing CME. PA Reina requested clarification that PA Buzan has not had five issues
with the board, these cases are due to chart reviews.

Ms. Smith provided a timeline of PA Buzan’s board history for the Board’s consideration.

MOTION: Dr. Dang moved to issue an Advisory Letter and Order for Non-Disciplinary
CME for inappropriate prescribing of controlled substances and inappropriate
prescribing of testosterone therapy. While there is insufficient evidence to support
disciplinary action, the board believes that continuation of the activities that led to
the investigation may result in further board action against the licensee. Within six
months, complete NPI’s Mastering Protocols for Optimization of HRT Course. The
CME hours shall be in addition to the hours required for license renewal. Dr. Dang
additionally moved to direct staff to terminate the April 15, 2025, ICA for practice
restriction.

SECOND: PA Graham.

Dr. DiBaise disagreed with SIRC’s recommendation for a five year practice restriction but
also disagreed with a non-disciplinary advisory letter with CME. Dr. DiBaise opined that
there is something in-between these two actions that would protect the public.

VOTE: The following Board members voted in favor of the motion: PA Reina, Dr.
Bennett, Dr. Dang, Dr. DiBaise, Dr. Gosi and PA Graham.

The following Board members voted against the motion: Ms. Zoneraich.

The following Board members were absent: PA Shaff, PA Clark and Dr. Batizy.
VOTE: 6-yay, 1-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 3-absent.

MOTION PASSED.

CONSENT AGENDA

J. CASES RECOMMENDED FOR DISMISSAL
1. PA-23-0114A, TAMMY M. FROST, P.A., LIC. #7948

MOTION: Dr. DiBaise moved to dismiss.
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SECOND: Dr. Bennett.

VOTE: The following Board members voted in favor of the motion: PA Reina, Dr.
Bennett, Dr. Dang, Dr. DiBaise, Dr. Gosi, PA Graham and Ms. Zoneraich. The
following Board members were absent: PA Shaff, PA Clark and Dr. Batizy.

VOTE: 7-yay, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 3-absent.

MOTION PASSED.

K. CASES RECOMMENDED FOR ADVISORY LETTERS
MOTION: Dr. DiBaise moved to issue an Advisory Letter in item numbers 1-4.
SECOND: Ms. Zoneraich
VOTE: The following Board members voted in favor of the motion: PA Reina, Dr. Bennett,
Dr. Dang, Dr. DiBaise, Dr. Gosi, PA Graham and Ms. Zoneraich. The following Board
members were absent: PA Shaff, PA Clark and Dr. Batizy.
VOTE: 7-yay, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 3-absent.
MOTION PASSED.

1.

PA-24-0115A, MACKENDY FLEURIDOR, P.A., LIC. #10089

RESOLUTION: Advisory Letter for failing to comply with CME requirements and for
false attestation on renewal. While the licensee has demonstrated substantial
compliance through rehabilitation or remediation that has mitigated the need for
disciplinary action, the board believes that repetition of the activities that led to the
investigation may result in further board action against the licensee.

PA-24-0038A, TALLIN M. PATTERSON, P.A., LIC. #6978

RESOLUTION: Advisory Letter for inappropriate prescribing of antibiotics and over-
the counter medications to pediatric patients. While there is insufficient evidence to
support disciplinary action, the board believes that continuation of the activities that
led to the investigation may result in further board action against the licensee.

PA-24-0005A, PIERRE M. Y. EXANTUS, P.A., LIC. #9138

RESOLUTION: Advisory Letter for failing to complete CME within the required
renewal period. While there is insufficient evidence to support disciplinary action,
the board believes that continuation of the activities that led to the investigation may
result in further board action against the licensee.

PA-24-0078A, AVI M. S. MALLIN, P.A., LIC. #4512

RESOLUTION: Advisory Letter for failing to recognize concerning symptoms of an
atypical headache and for prescribing opiates for a headache. While there is
insufficient evidence to support disciplinary action, the board believes that
continuation of the activities that led to the investigation may result in further board
action against the licensee

PA-24-0083A, ANDEW G. HICKS, P.A., LIC. #5511
PA Hicks and counsel Leanna Hay addressed the Board during the Public Statements
portion of the meeting.

MOTION: Ms. Zoneraich moved to dismiss.

SECOND: Dr. DiBaise.

VOTE: The following Board members voted in favor of the motion: PA Reina, Dr.
Bennett, Dr. Dang, Dr. DiBaise, Dr. Gosi, PA Graham and Ms. Zoneraich. The
following Board members were absent: PA Shaff, PA Clark and Dr. Batizy.

VOTE: 7-yay, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 3-absent.

MOTION PASSED.

L. CASES RECOMMENDED FOR ADVISORY LETTERS WITH NON-DISCIPLINARY
CONTINUING MEDICAL EDUCATION ORDER
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MOTION: Dr. DiBaise moved to issue an Advisory Letter with Non-Disciplinary CME Order
in item numbers 1 and 2.

SECOND: Dr. Bennett.

VOTE: The following Board members voted in favor of the motion: PA Reina, Dr. Bennett,
Dr. Dang, Dr. DiBaise, Dr. Gosi, PA Graham and Ms. Zoneraich. The following Board
members were absent: PA Shaff, PA Clark and Dr. Batizy.

VOTE: 7-yay, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 3-absent.

MOTION PASSED.

1.

PA-24-0093A, BAHMAN NAJI-TALAKAR, P.A., LIC. #2738

RESOLUTION: Advisory Letter and Order for Non-Disciplinary CME for failing to
evaluate a post-operative patient complaining of chest pain and shortness of breath
for a pulmonary embolism. While there is insufficient evidence to support
disciplinary action, the board believes that continuation of the activities that led to
the investigation may result in further board action against the licensee. Within six
months, complete no less than 4 hours of Board staff pre-approved Category | CME
in the evaluation and treatment of deep vein thrombosis and pulmonary embolism
in the emergency setting; and complete no less than 2 hours of Board staff pre-
approved Category | CME in the documentation of medical decision making and
differential diagnoses. The CME hours shall be in addition to the hours required for
license renewal.

PA-24-0026A, KATHERINE H. LEARY, P.A., LIC. #2848

RESOLUTION: Advisory Letter and Order for Non-Disciplinary CME for inappropriate
prescribing and inadequate monitoring of patients prescribed controlled
substances, non-compliance with CSPMP mandatory use requirements, and for
inadequate medical records. While the licensee has demonstrated substantial
compliance through rehabilitation or remediation that has mitigated the need for
disciplinary action, the board believes that repetition of the activities that led to the
investigation may result in further board action against the licensee. Within six
months, complete no less than 10 hours of Board staff pre-approved Category | CME
in an intensive, in-person course regarding medical recordkeeping; and complete
no less than 15 hours of Board staff pre-approved Category | CME in an intensive,
in-person course regarding controlled substance prescribing. The CME hours shall
be in addition to the hours required for license renewal.

M. PROPOSED CONSENT AGREEMENTS (Disciplinary)

1.

PA-21-0117A, PA-25-0018A, HEATHER M. HOLLERAN, P.A., LIC. #5438

MOTION: Dr. DiBaise moved to accept the consent agreement for a Letter of
Reprimand and Five Year Probation, retroactive to April 4, 2022, for continued
participation in the Board’s PHP. Within six months, complete no less than 15 hours
of Board staff pre-approved Category | CME in an intensive, in-person course
regarding controlled substance prescribing. The CME hours shall be in addition to
the hours required for license renewal. The Probation shall not terminate except
upon affirmative request of the physician assistant and approval by the Board, and
PA Holleran’s request for termination shall be accompanied by a recommendation
from her PHP Contractor stating that monitoring is no longer required.

SECOND: Ms. Zoneraich.

VOTE: The following Board members voted in favor of the motion: PA Reina, Dr.
Bennett, Dr. Dang, Dr. DiBaise, Dr. Gosi, PA Graham and Ms. Zoneraich. The
following Board members were absent: PA Shaff, PA Clark and Dr. Batizy.

VOTE: 7-yay, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 3-absent.

MOTION PASSED.

N. LICENSE APPLICATIONS

APPROVE OR DENY LICENSE APPLICATION

MOTION: Ms. Zoneraich moved to grant the license in item numbers 1 and 2.
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SECOND: Dr. Dang.
VOTE: The following Board members voted in favor of the motion: PA Reina, Dr.
Bennett, Dr. Dang, Dr. DiBaise, Dr. Gosi, PA Graham and Ms. Zoneraich. The
following Board members were absent: PA Shaff, PA Clark and Dr. Batizy.
VOTE: 7-yay, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 3-absent.
MOTION PASSED.

1. PA-25-0013A, TED A. BRANSTETTER, P.A., LIC. # N/A

RESOLUTION: License granted.

2. PA-24-0144A, ADAM J. LUCKETTE, P.A., LIC. # N/A

RESOLUTION: License granted.

OTHER BUSINESS

O. REQUEST FOR TERMINATION OF BOARD ORDER
1. PA-19-0098A, ASHLEY L. ORTIZ, P.A., LIC. #5926

MOTION: Dr. DiBaise moved to grant the request for termination of the November 4,
2020 Board Order.

SECOND: PA Graham.

VOTE: The following Board members voted in favor of the motion: PA Reina, Dr.
Bennett, Dr. Dang, Dr. DiBaise, Dr. Gosi, PA Graham and Ms. Zoneraich. The
following Board members were absent: PA Shaff, PA Clark and Dr. Batizy.

VOTE: 7-yay, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 3-absent.

MOTION PASSED.

2. PA-21-0062A, DAVID L. STEVENS, P.A., LIC. #2048

MOTION: Ms. Zoneraich moved to grant the request for termination of the November
9, 2022 Board Order.

SECOND: Dr. Gosi.

VOTE: The following Board members voted in favor of the motion: PA Reina, Dr.
Bennett, Dr. Dang, Dr. DiBaise, Dr. Gosi, PA Graham and Ms. Zoneraich. The
following Board members were absent: PA Shaff, PA Clark and Dr. Batizy.

VOTE: 7-yay, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 3-absent.

MOTION PASSED.

P. ADJOURNMENT
MOTION: Dr. DiBaise moved for adjournment.
SECOND: Dr. Bennett.
VOTE: The following Board members voted in favor of the motion: PA Reina, Dr. Bennett,
Dr. Dang, Dr. DiBaise, Dr. Gosi, PA Graham and Ms. Zoneraich. The following Board
members were absent: PA Shaff, PA Clark and Dr. Batizy.
VOTE: 7-yay, 0-nay, 0-abstain, 0-recuse, 3-absent.
MOTION PASSED.

The Board’s meeting adjourned at 12:27 p.m.

&B:M&m

Raquel Rivera, Executive Director

Final Minutes for the May 28, 2025 ARBoPA Regular Session Meeting
Page 10 of 10



